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Jesus, Our Vine:  Overview and Objectives
Written and complied by Beth Tobin for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Olympia, WA.  Copyright 2005, 
2009. Permission granted to freely distribute and use, provided the copyright message is included.

Gloria Dei celebrated it’s 100th anniversary in September 2005.  The theme for the celebration 
centered around our faith having strong roots like that of the oak tree.  (An oak tree still remains on 
the original and former site of our church building in downtown Olympia.)  This story in John about the 
vine and branches also reminds us to stay centered in Christ, firmly connected to the vine.  Jesus is 
the vine in our lives that gives us strong roots, support, and guidance.  As we thrive on Him and the 
gifts He gives us, we will be like branches and bear much fruit.  Our fruit may look different from 
others because we all have been given different gifts.  The more we grow in faith, the stronger our 
branches and roots become and the more fruit we can bear.

Bible Text:  John 15

Memory Verse:  John 15:5  NRSV  
“I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Key Verse:  John 15:12  NRSV
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

Goals and Objectives:
At the end of this rotation, students will be able to:
•  Name the two main parts of the Bible:  Old Testament and New Testament.
•  Know that stories about Jesus take place in the New Testament.
•  Name and find the four Gospels:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
•  Know that the Gospels are about the birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus.
•  Explain in simple terms the metaphor:  I am the vine, you are the branches.  

Jesus is like the vine:  strong, helps us, supports us, guides us, teaches us, cares for us.  For 
older kids:  branches and leaves don’t exist without the vine, they die.  We have life in Christ.  
God’s love flows through to us like life-giving sap flows through the vine.
We are like the branches:  we learn about God by ‘abiding’ in the vine - living with God and God 
in us.  Our branches grow strong and bear fruit when we learn about God, and follow Gods ways.  
By making good choices in our lives we will be examples for others and help them to know about 
God too.  By using the gifts God gives to us, we are sharing our ‘fruit’ with others.

•  To say the memory verse.
•  State several ways in which they can stay connected to God.
•  Identify “fruits” or gifts they have been given by God to use.
•  Understand that we are called to serve God and one another in love.

[This rotation will touch briefly on the gifts/fruits of the Spirit:  Love, Joy, Peace, 
Patience, Generosity, Kindness, Gentleness, Faithfulness, and Self-control.]
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Overview of Workshops in this Rotation:

Games:  Students will play “A Little About Yourself” to strengthen group bonds, and 
“Chain Relay” to illustrate the idea and importance of staying connected to Christ, 
community and working together.
Art:  Create vine and leaf rubbings with the memory verse to take home, and work 
on a 3D group bulletin board of a vine with all of the students creating leaves.
Worship & Storytelling:  Students will explore the connections between God’s story 
and our story.  They will use yard to represent their story with knots and braids, and 
which will then be woven with the stories of others as people of God.  They will learn 
about communion as a way of staying connected with God, and help with 
communion preparations.  
Cooking: Make fruit kebabs.  Jesus promises to stay joined with us forever.  While 
connected to Jesus, we produce the kind of fruit that will last.  (Augsburg-Fotress 
Firelight Lesson from:  “God Come to Us”)
Science:  Students will explore the idea of connectedness through the use of 
electric circuits.  What happens when the circuit is broken or we are cut off from our 
power source?

Background Information:

This information is printed in the “Jesus, Our Vine” lesson materials from Augsburg-
Fortress Firelight Curriculum:  “God Comes to Us.”

Resources:
Jan Napa, FPC  http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/370105959/m/599605165 .
Beth Tobin, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia, WA  www.gloriadeikids.org
Augsburg-Fortress Firelight Curriculum:  “God Comes to Us.”
Nei McQueen, www.rotation.org
The Visual Faith Project, www.vibrantfaith.org
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